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Recent Studies & Surveys 
·Dr. Nina Pierpont 
·Case Series Study complete  

·&ÉÎÄÉÎÇÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÓÏÏÎ ÉÎ Ȱ7ÉÎÄ 4ÕÒÂÉÎÅ 3ÙÎÄÒÏÍÅȱ

·Dr. Robert McMurtry
·Community Health Survey done in Ontario

·Findings first reported in April 2009, ongoing

·Dr. Michael Nissenbaum
·Case Series Study in progress at Mars Hill Project in 

Maine



Research Study Types
·Observational Studies

·Prospective, Retrospective, Cross-sectional, Case-series

·Group of people who have something in common

·Asks a question

·What happened?

·What is happening?

·What will happen?

·Experimental Studies

·Draws conclusions about a treatment/procedure

·May use control groups



Research Study Types
·Randomized Clinical Trial ɀȰ4ÈÅ 'ÏÌÄ 3ÔÁÎÄÁÒÄȱ

·Study design against which all others are judged

·Provides greatest justification for concluding causality

·Subject to least number of problems/biases

·Treatment vs. Placebo design

Disadvantages
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$!
Can have a long duration
Potentially unethical



Research Study Types
·Case-Series

·Simple, descriptive account of 
characteristics observed in a 
small group of patients

·Spans a relatively short time

·Control groups are not used

·Inexpensive 

·Ideal for obtaining preliminary 
data before writing a proposal for 
a more complete, expensive, 
time-consuming study



Pierpont Study
·Case-Series Design 
·Describes the collection of 

symptoms experienced by 
people living near wind 
turbines

·.ÁÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ Ȱ7ÉÎÄ 
Turbine Syndrome

·Selected 10 families living 
near large (1.5 to 3 MW) 
modern wind turbines built 
since 2004

·Peer Reviewed



Pierpont Study
·Research Question to be 

Answered:

·Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ 
past medical history make 
him (her) susceptible to 
becoming sick when 
exposed to wind turbines?



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άtŜŜǊ-wŜǾƛŜǿŜŘέΚ
·Perform a study, write about your findings

·Manuscript is then sent to experts in fields relevant to 
the study

·%ØÐÅÒÔÓ ÒÅÖÉÅ× ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙȭÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎȟ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔȟ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÓÉÏÎÓ 
drawn, etc.

·Determine whether the study merits publication



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άtŜŜǊ-wŜǾƛŜǿŜŘέΚ
·Can suggest revisions and additions 

·Can ultimately have the manuscript rejected

·Do not have to agree with the findings

·Must make sure the study:

·Conforms to conventional standards of research

·Is a significant contribution to knowledge



Was tƛŜǊǇƻƴǘΩǎStudy Peer-
Reviewed?
·Ȱ/È ÙÅÓȟ ÉÔ ×ÁÓȢȱ

·Director for 20 years

·Legend in the scholarly 
publishing world

·Honorary doctorate from 
Allegheny college

·ȰDr. Pierpont has written a 
superb and powerful book. 
Truly first -rate in its 
presentation of hard data, 
and with remarkable 
ÃÌÁÒÉÔÙȢȱ



tƛŜǊǇƻƴǘΩǎ wŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ
·Dr. Jerome Haller

·Former Prof. of Neurology and 
Pediatrics at Albany Medical 
College in Albany, NY

·Member of American Academy 
of Pediatrics, Neurology

·Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÄÅÓÅÒÖÅÓ 
ÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȣ ɉÉÔɊ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ 
brought to the attention of 
ÐÈÙÓÉÃÉÁÎÓȢȱ



tƛŜǊǇƻƴǘΩǎ wŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ
·Dr. Joel Lehrer

·Clinical Professor of 
Otolaryngology, University 
of Medicine & Dentistry of 
New Jersey

·Ȱɏ)Ôɐ ÏÐÅÎÓ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁ ÏÆ 
low frequency vibration to 
ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȣȢ) 
ÁÐÐÌÁÕÄ ÈÅÒȢȱ



tƛŜǊǇƻƴǘΩǎ wŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ
·Dr. Ralph Katz

·Fellow of the American College 
of Epidemiology,
Professor and Chair, Department 
of Epidemiology & Health 
Promotion, New York University 

·Ȱ9ÏÕÒ ÈÉÇÈ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉÆÉÃ 
integrity is revealed both in your 
[research] design decisions and 
in your writing, both of which 
ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ÏÒÄÅÒȣȢ ȱ



tƛŜǊǇƻƴǘΩǎ wŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ
·Dr. Henry Horn

·Professor of Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology, 
Princeton University

·Ȱ$ÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
syndrome itself is strong 
evidence that current set-
backs are woefully 
ÉÎÁÄÅÑÕÁÔÅȢȱ




